
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE       
Fall has quickly arrived and believe it or not our little ones have almost 

completed the first 6 weeks of school! I hope many of you have been able to 

attend and enjoy the events we have hosted thus far.  Before the Open House 
even took place there was a team of busy parents working together to make 
sure it happened. To all the PTA Board, Co-Chairs and volunteers-Erin Denardo, 
Kara Smiley, and Dana Singla. Kina Dieden and her daughter Stella were a 

delight to work with and Stella even gave me some pointers as to how best to 
organize and efficiently distribute the School Supply Kits into the classroom!  

The Herrick Lake Picnic was such a fun and casual Sunday with amazing 
Jason Kollum as our entertainer for the evening and our very own Principal 
Stephanie Farrelly and my husband David as the Grill Masters!  Curriculum 
Night is always a reminder of how hard our teachers and staff work to allow 
our children to be surrounded in a loving and creative environment. To kick off 
the fall season with pumpkins, warm cider, and bon fires was our annual 
Danada Hayride! Erin Denardo and Danielle Wright did an amazing job 

organizing all of the events. Kristen Hosack supervised the Cider Sales, 
Pumpkin Patch and Echo Bags-how cute!  Sue Cleveland had the spirit wear so 
creatively displayed and also worked with Lynn Brannon at the Photo Station-I 
hope your family photo turned out as great as ours! 

The Month of October is going to be so much fun!  Make A Difference 
Day falls on the same day as Jet Fest and it will also be the unveiling and first 
opportunity to explore the Childrenôs Sensory Garden!  (So for those of you 

who enjoy gardening or want to learn please help us out on 10/17 for 
beautification of our grounds. Lynn Brannon our Chair is quite talented but she 
cannot do it alone!)  and of course our Halloween Parade!  Last but not least 
THANK YOU to all the families who have renewed or recently signed up to be a 
PTA Member.  We have over 50 MORE members at this time then we did last 
year! Our next meeting is 10/7 and we are always looking for new ideas, 

energy, and suggestions so we would love to see you there! 
Love, Laughter & Happiness, Kathleen Gerhart  
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Check us out on the PTA page at:  http://Jefferson.CUSD200.org  

  PTA CALENDAR 

 Event                                           Date        Time              Location 

PTA Meeting (open to all)  10/7/09  6:30pm Jefferson Conference Room  

Dine Out Fundraiser  10/14/09  11amñ1am Buffalo Wild Wings  

Make A Difference Day & donation collection  10/24/09  (Drop-off stuffed toy donations at Jet Fest)  

JET FEST  10/24/09  10amñ2pm Jefferson Preschool  

Jewel Shop and Share  10/26 -28 All Day  Any Jewel Location  

Jim Gill Concerts  11/17/09  AM & PM shows Jefferson Gym  
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 OCTOBER DINE OUT FUNDRAISER  
 

The Jefferson Preschool PTA Dine Out Night fundraiser will be at Buffalo Wild Wings in 

Warrenville at 28241 Diehl Rd.  on Wednesday, October 14th from 11:00am to 1:00am.  Kids 

Night at Buffalo Wild Wings will include $1.99 kid specials, a magician, and sundae bar.  Please 

be sure to bring your coupon with you (will be provided in your childõs backpack before event) 

so that Jefferson Preschool receives the credit for your purchase.   

Jefferson will 20% of all purchases!!  

OCTOBER 2009 

PTA Fundraising 

All events and activities that the Jefferson Preschool PTA provides throughout the 

school year for students, families, and staff are made possible by membership dues, 

donations, volunteers, and various fundraising efforts.  Please support the PTA! 

RENEW YOUR PTA MEMBERSHIP (OR JOIN) FOR 2009/2010 
 

A PTA Membership form can be downloaded from the PTA page at http://Jefferson.CUSD200.org 

Your $15 dues goes directly to the PTA fund for Jefferson projects and events. 

HALLOWEEN PUMPKINS & BAGS 
 

There are pumpkins left from the hayride.  If 

you did not get your pre -paid pumpkin or if you 

would still like to purchase for $3 each, please 

contact Kristen Hosack at khosack@comcast.net 

or call (630) 868 -8450.  

 

Reusable eco-bags in two designs of black and 

orange, one with polka dots and the other with 

zig-zags, are still available for $5 each.   They 

are grocery -sized and great for trick -or -

treating, gifts, storage, groceries, etc.  Please 

contact Kristen Hosack at khosack@comcast.net 

or call (630) 868 -8450.  

 

GROCERY FUNDRAISING 
 

Jewel Shop and Share dates are Mon. 10/26, Tues. 

10/27, and Wed. 10/28.  Certificates will be provided in 

backpacks before the event.  Just take the certificate 

to ANY Jewel, for your regular grocery trip and to stock 

up for the holidays, and present it to the cashier at 

checkout.  5% will be donated back to Jefferson!  

 

Dominick’s donates back 10% of certain purchases to 

Jefferson by redeeming online.  Simply use the code at 

the bottom of your receipts to redeem at 

www.backtoschools.escrip.com and follow the prompts to 

enter Jefferson Preschool, etc.  If you would like the 

PTA to enter this for you, please send in receipts in an 

envelope to the attention of Jefferson PTA Fundraising.  
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JET FEST 

Saturday, October 24th 

10:00am—2:00pm  
 

Formerly known as the “Family Fun Fair” previously held in February, get ready 

for Jet Fest!  Jefferson families, staff, and friends are all welcome to this 

fun PTA event and fundraiser.  Jet Fest will feature many fun activities: 

GAMES & PRIZES (mini golf, ring toss, bozo buckets, etc.) 

PETTING ZOO 

BOUCE HOUSES 

KIDS’ CRAFTS 

MUSIC 

TWO SESAME STREET CHARACTERS VISIT AT 11AM 
 

The cost is $10.00 per family admission, which includes all the games, 

activities, and entertainment.  Food and raffle tickets will be available for an 

additional fee.  Cash and checks will be accepted. 
 

Food will be available for an additional fee such as Rosati’s Pizza by the slice, 

Chicago-style hot dogs from Dogs Unleashed, and Jamba Juice. 
 

You may also purchase raffle tickets for our ever-popular Class Baskets.  Each 

class is collecting items for a themed basket that will be raffled off at Jet 

Fest.  Check out our unique new themes this year! 
 

On-site parking at Jefferson will be very limited so please park across the 

street at the DuPage County Fairgrounds on Manchester Road.              

Dress for the weather as activities are both outside and inside.                              

Bring your camera and get ready for some fun! 
 

If you are able to volunteer, please contact Anne-Kathleen Borushko at 

akborushko@gmail.com or Joy Tosto at joydchandler@yahoo.com. 
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SPECIAL NEEDS NOTES 
 

Parent to Parent Network  

Parents often find their greatest support in other parents who are in a 
similar situation, to share, laugh, and learn from each other.  Our goal is 

to provide a Parent to Parent Network for support.  A place we can 
discuss our childrenôs accomplishments and defeats.  Knowing that the 

audience includes others who know what we are going through.  We can 
get some ideas of how others address specific problems/concerns with 

learning, school, feeding, medical issues, as well as describing problems 
to friends and family, or just to cope.  We as families can provide support 

for each other on the journey of parenting of our sons/daughters with 
special needs.  WE TOGETHER AND NOT I ALONE!   

Please let us know if you would be interested in either being a support 
family or would like a little extra support from another family that have 

been there.  We are trying to survey how many people would be 
interested in having a Parent to Parent Network.  Please contact Sue 

Cleveland at jamesc638@comcast.net or call (630) 456-4593. 

 

 Sensory-friendly film at AMC Cantera 30 in Warrenville!  

Where the Wild Things Are ñOctober 17th  (tickets only $6)  

AMC and ASA have teamed up to provide families with sensory 

disabilities a safe and accepting environment with this program.  

Help Us “Make A Difference” along with the rest of the Country on  

Saturday, 10/24 (Drop-off bins will be at Jet Fest entrances) 

We are collecting Gently Used and New Teddy Bears and Stuffed Animals to sup-

port òSomething To Hold Ontoó which provides children with Cancer and Heart 

Conditions truly something to hold onto while they are in the hospital.  

This year we are honored to be working with a family friend, Abby Horan, who 

started her non -profit organization at the very young age of 5! She is now 16 and 

still continuing to truly Make A Difference!  Please check out her website for 

more inspiration at: www.abbyhorancharities.org    

Flyers with more details will be going home in backpacks soon!  

http://www.abbyhorancharities.org/
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This is my sixth year as an Early Childhood Special 

Education Teacher here at Jefferson Preschool. At the age 

of 12, I began my career as a Day Camp counselor.  I then 

became a counselor at a special needs camp.  During college I 

worked at Misericordia Home as a Nurses Aide.   I received 

my B.A. from St. Maryõs University of Minnesota with a major 

in Marketing and a minor in Biology.  I received my Masters 

degree from Elmhurst College in Early Childhood Special 

Education in ô03.  I am in the final stages (November õ09) of 

completing an additional Masterõs Degree in Reading and 

Literacy at Benedictine University. I have been a member of 

the National Association for the Education of Young Children 

since 2001 and a member of the International Reading 

Association since 2006.  

I am from a large family, having four sisters and a 

very loving mother and father.  I have two beautiful 

daughters, Peyton and Reagan, and an amazing husband.   We 

currently reside in Wheaton.  My oldest daughter Peyton 

started attending Jefferson Preschool in August.  It is so 

neat to see how excited she is about going to school and 

watch her as she begins her learning journey.  It is an honor 

to not only be part of this distinguished faculty, but also have 

a child attending this wonderful learning establishment!  

As a preschool teacher, I have both the wonderful 

opportunity and the important responsibility to teach and 

nurture our youngest children.  It is a joy to watch and impact 

this age of extraordinary growth and change.  It is in these 

years that children develop the basic knowledge, 

understanding, and interests they need to reach the goal of 

being successful learners, readers, and writers.  I love 

providing experiences that will help young children to achieve 

these goals.  Celebrating every gain no matter how big or 

small, academic, or social is very rewarding.  I strive for my 

students to leave me knowing that learning is fun and that 

they are successful.   Jefferson Preschool has fostered my 

love for teaching and learning.  I am truly dedicated to 

improving the well -being of all young children, and making an 

impression on children as their first experience in a school 

setting.    

Get to knowé 
Elizabeth Pasqualicchio,  

Teacher 

Each month we will provide a Teacher / 
Staff Profile to better get to know the 
dedicated individuals that work at our       

beloved Jefferson Preschool.  
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IN REMEMBRANCE  
This issue of the Jefferson PTA is dedicated to a very special Jefferson 
student, Nicky Vingren, in the words of his teacher Mary Daviséé 

 

òLaying on my tummy smiling up at friends.ó  òLaughing with my teachers and 

assistantsó.  òDancing with scarvesó.   If someone were to ask me what I thought 

Nicky loved most about school, I believe he would have said the above three 

statements plus many more!  It is with great sadness that we remember 

Nickolas Vingrenõs time spent at Jefferson before his passing last summer.  

During Nickyõs short time at Jefferson, he flirted his way into the hearts of 

teachers, assistants, secretaries, nurses, therapists, and many more.  His smile 

was contagious and his laugh was infectious.  It is my belief that every child 

brings a special gift into the classroom that is all their own.  Nickyõs special gift 

was that he not only was a student in my classroom, but also a teacher.  He 

taught the students in my classroom to be gentle, to share, to play, and to reach 

out to someone who needed help.  He taught them compassion, patience, and to 

move a little slower sometimes. However, Nickyõs lessons did not end here.  

Nicky also taught the staff to be grateful for the small things in life and he 

encouraged us to think outside of the box and be creative.  Nickyõs time spent 

rolling through the halls of Jefferson may be complete, but his memory will live 

on in the hearts of many community members.  


